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Security, and I want to remind all of us
today that Social Security and Medi-
care did not create the national debt,
and that is really unconscionable to
ask our most vulnerable communities
to be the ones who must bear the bur-
den of balancing our budget.

It was the Republicans who told us
that the financial markets would regu-
late themselves. In return, what did we
get? The financial crisis.

It’s the Republican politicians who
keep telling us that tax cuts pay for
themselves and create jobs. In return,
we have a huge deficit and an unac-
ceptable unemployment rate. And it
was Republicans who told us that we
could fight two wars while giving more
tax breaks to their rich friends.

Of course, Congresswoman WOOLSEY
for years and years and years had re-
minded us that, first of all, the wars
did not need to be fought, but, sec-
ondly, they were morally and fiscally
wrong. In return, now we will end up
paying a cost of nearly $6 trillion by
borrowing the money and adding this
to the tally of our Nation’s debt.

Now, unfortunately, Republicans are
blaming their debts on the most vul-
nerable Americans. Even now they con-
tinue to drive our Nation closer and
closer to the brink of disaster just to
protect massive tax breaks for billion-
aires.

So once again, in closing, I am proud
to stand here with Congresswoman
WOOLSEY as a member of the triad. She
is working to end our Nation’s wars
and will continue to do so to promote
national security and to protect our
seniors and our children, our working
families and the most vulnerable
Americans.

Thank you. We owe you, Congress-
woman WOOLSEY, a debt of gratitude.

———
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, on the
floor today I think America and all of
us in Congress are certainly concerned
about the debt ceiling issue and what
we are going to do and how we are
going to be able to resolve it. But like
many of my colleagues on the Demo-
cratic side, I am here today to talk
about the war in Afghanistan.

Madam Speaker, I have beside me a
really profound photograph of a wife in
tears and a little girl sitting on her
knee, who is too young to understand
that her father, United States Army
Sergeant Jeffrey Sherer, is laid under
the flag that is now folded, being pre-
sented to the wife.

This is the pain of war, and I do say
to Ms. WOOLSEY, thank you very much
for what you have done to try to wake
up the Congress and the American peo-
ple.

Ten billion dollars a month going to
Afghanistan. We can’t even fix the
bridges, we can’t fix the roads, we are
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cutting children’s programs, we are
cutting senior programs. And yet Mr.
Karzai, who is known as a corrupt lead-
er of Afghanistan, is going to get his
$10 billion a month while these pro-
grams that we are going to cut are
going to be denied $10 billion a month.
It doesn’t make any sense, Madam
Speaker.

That brings me to an article written
by A.C. Snow. He is well-known in
North Carolina, where I am from, for
his writings in The News and Observer,
which is a State paper in Raleigh,
North Carolina. This past July 4th, his
article was titled ‘““Time to Bring Them
Home, Let Them Live.”

“Time to Bring Them Home,
Them Live.”

Let this little girl’s father live. Obvi-
ously, he will not live. He’s dead. But
how about the next little girl or little
boy, or the wife and, in some cases, the
husband?

Let me share with the House from
A.C. Snow’s writing, ‘“Time to Bring
Them Home, Let Them Live”’:

“It seems we never run out of wars.
It is as if one small country after an-
other sends out engraved invitations
reading: ‘We’re having a war. Please
come.” And Uncle Sam goes, lugging
borrowed billions and thousands of
young men and women to sacrifice on
the altar of so-called freedom or ‘na-
tion building.’”’

Snow closes his comments by quoting
lyrics from ‘‘Les Miserables”: ‘‘He is
young. He is only a boy. You can take,
you can give, Let him be, Let him live.
Bring him home, Bring him home.”

Snow further writes, “It’s way past
time to stop playing politics with the
lives of America’s youth. Bring them
home. Let them live. Not just 30,000 of
them. All of them.”

Madam Speaker, I sit here day after
day, in committees and on the floor of
the House, listening to debate, some-
times being part of the debate. I just
hope that the American people will un-
derstand that in this discussion at the
White House with the leadership of the
House and the leadership of the Senate,
we could save $100 billion. That’s what
it costs per year to be in Afghanistan.

Madam Speaker, I have Camp
Lejeune Marine Base in my district. I
have over 60,000 retired military. I lis-
ten to them. No, I did not serve, but I
listen to those who are serving and
those who did serve.

And like my colleagues, I go to Wal-
ter Reed, I go to Bethesda. I see the
broken bodies, the amputated legs, the
paralyzed; and I have written over
10,300 letters to families like Sergeant
Sherer’s to say to the families, I regret
that I voted to send our kids into Iraq.
It was a lie that got us there, and we
never should have gone.

So I join my colleagues in both par-
ties to do my part to say let’s bring
them home from Afghanistan. Let’s
bring them home before 2014 or 2015.

And, Madam Speaker, may God bless
our men and women in uniform, and
may God bless America.

Let
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FICTITIOUS DEBT CEILING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, I would
like to thank my Republican colleague
from North Carolina for that very pow-
erful statement, and I am very glad
that Congresswoman WOOLSEY was in
the Chamber to hear that, Congress-
woman WOOLSEY who has worked so
hard to remind us of the terrible con-
sequences of war.

I often sit here as we debate and seize
from time to time at the statements of
Republican colleagues, but that was
profoundly moving, and I thank the
gentleman from North Carolina.

I stand today, Madam Speaker, to
talk on another issue that should unite
our parties, and that is the funda-
mental question about whether or not
the United States honors its commit-
ments.
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Today is July 12, exactly 3 weeks be-
fore August 2. August 2 is the date at
which this government can no longer
honor its commitments, at which time
it will be forced to choose between pay-
ing those soldiers that we heard so
movingly described and sending out So-
cial Security checks, running a court
system, paying Social Security and
Medicare. Do we honor our commit-
ments in the United States of America?
I would think that both parties would
say ‘“‘yves’ to that question. The Treas-
ury Secretary, CEOs of American cor-
porations and economist after econo-
mist have told us, Do not play around
with the debt ceiling.

What is this debt ceiling, by the way,
that is putting into peril the question
of whether we honor our commit-
ments? The debt ceiling is a pernicious
fiction. It is a fiction that was put in
place by this body decades ago to try
to convince the American people that
we could control our debts. And since
then, it has never done that. It has
been raised dozens of times as this
body took the spending decisions and
the tax cut decisions that required bor-
rowing.

Under the Bush administration, the
debt ceiling was raised seven times.
Dozens and dozens of times, the debt
ceiling has been raised. It is a fiction.
It is a particularly pernicious set of
smoke and mirrors that this institu-
tion uses to make people feel better
while the debt rises, as it did under
President Reagan, as it did under the
first President Bush, as it did not
under President Clinton, and as it did
under President George W. Bush and
President Obama.

So now the question is, do we honor
the commitments made historically in
this Chamber? We raise the debt ceil-
ing not to spend more new money, to
start new programs or to cut new
taxes, but because we honor the com-
mitments that were made in this
Chamber to cut taxes in ’01 and ’03, to
g0 to war twice in the last decade and
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to add an expensive new drug benefit in
Medicare.

Look, these are all things that people
supported and opposed, but we com-
mitted to do them as a body. And you
cannot make those decisions, you can-
not vote to lower taxes or to increase
spending and then turn around and say,
I'm not going to pay for that. That is
the worst sort of hypocrisy.

I'm glad that my friend from Lou-
isiana (Mr. LANDRY) talked about cred-
it cards, but he got it a little bit
wrong. The debt ceiling is sort of like
a credit card, but what we’re talking
about right now, because we are talk-
ing about paying for past decisions and
commitments, would be as if I went to
the electronics store and I bought my-
self a big screen TV, I bought myself a
new microwave, and I bought myself a
new home security system, and then I
get home and a month later I get the
credit card bill and I say, uh, I don’t
know if I'm going to pay this credit
card bill. T took the decisions. I made
the commitments. And now the time
has come to honor those commitments.

Do we act as stewards of one of the
best assets that this country has, our
full faith and credit, the belief that the
United States honors its commit-
ments? This is a critical asset, particu-
larly now at a time of great economic
uncertainty. Do we act as stewards of
that full faith and credit? Or do we use
the debt ceiling as a gun to the head to
say that unless you do X, Y and Z, un-
less you cut 2 trillion or 3 trillion, we
won’t raise the debt ceiling, which is
what we are hearing from the Repub-
lican side today? Do you use it? Do you
hold it hostage, the full faith and cred-
it of the United States? That is what
we are seeing today.

Look, there is no question we need to
address the deficit. We need to address
the long-term sustainability of Medi-
care and Social Security in an equi-
table way. We should do that. And this
President has basically put everything
on the table, including making some of
my colleagues on the Democratic side
very uncomfortable with Social Secu-
rity and Medicare. But he has put them
on the table because there can be no
sacred cows, unless you’re JOHN BOEH-
NER, or a Republican, and not every-
thing is on the table because we won’t
put the immense amount of spending
we do through the Tax Code for advan-
tages for oil companies, for advantages
for big agriculture and for all sorts of
tax breaks for corporations and others.
We won’t even talk about that.

My friends, this comes down to the
question of do we honor our commit-
ments? The answer to that question
must be yes.

———
CONGRESSIONAL PENSION PLAN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. COBLE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COBLE. This week, Madam
Speaker, I will introduce a bill that
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will amend the rules applicable to par-
ticipation in the congressional pension
plan. Under the present plan, upon
completion of 5 years’ service, a Mem-
ber’s pension vests. I believe a Member
should make a more firm commitment
than 5 years to become eligible to par-
ticipate in the plan.

My bill, Madam Speaker, will in-
crease the eligibility requirement from
5 years to 12 years. The bill, if enacted,
will become effective at the convening
of the 113th Congress. A Member could
serve six 2-year House terms, two 6-
year Senate terms or a combination
thereof to become eligible to partici-
pate in the congressional pension plan.

If any colleagues are interested in
my proposal, I will welcome cosponsors
to the bill.

ENDING THE WAR IN
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
am here to join with my colleagues in
thanking the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) for all that she
has done to provide leadership on an
issue that has been critical to the
American people on an issue that she
could very justifiably say, ‘I told you
50.”

Since I've been in this House, it’s
been my distinct privilege to consider
her a friend and to enjoy the leadership
and the insight that she has provided
to many of us. Her position on Afghani-
stan is correct and a necessary position
as we see these times before us. Ameri-
cans who feel the sting of doing more
with less are connecting the dots be-
tween Federal spending priorities and
the pain that they’re feeling at home
right now.

Americans struggling to put their
kids through college without any Pell
Grants or running out of unemploy-
ment benefits with no new job on the
horizon cannot ignore the cost of this
war. The war has cost taxpayers in my
congressional district more than $580
million so far. That’s about 11,000 ele-
mentary school teachers that could be
hired for a year or 84,000 students that
could go to community college or a
university or a trade school or a career
school.

These are just some of the bad trade-
offs we are making by spending our na-
tional resources on a war instead of fix-
ing the problems that we have here at
home. Ask yourself, which would you
rather have, a war that is not making
us safer and not worth the cost, or a
more educated, prosperous America?

We cannot afford the nearly $10 bil-
lion per month while families struggle
to stay afloat and the slow recovery of
our Nation continues. Keeping America
safe does not require 100,000 troops in
Afghanistan. Al Qaeda is no longer in
Afghanistan but scattered across the
world. It did not take 100,000 troops to
find Osama bin Laden, and it does not
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take a military occupation of Afghani-
stan to protect us from terrorist
threats.

I am deeply proud of the hard work
and incredible sacrifice of our brave
men and women in uniform. We know
they are carrying out the mission in
Afghanistan with dedication and ex-
traordinary competence. Through this
nearly 10-year military campaign, they
have done all that we have asked of
them and represented our Nation’s
very best values and ideals. Now it’s
time to bring our troops home, and
bring them home to a new reality.
Since the year 2000, we have lost 2 mil-
lion jobs in this country while we have
added 30 million people to our popu-
lation. After 10 years of a failed fiscal
policy that brags about job creators
through tax cuts, incentives and sub-
sidies to corporations, this failed pol-
icy continues to be promoted as a solu-
tion to our economy and to the reces-
sion that we find ourselves in.

We need to bring our troops home.
We need to integrate them fully back
into our society and into our country.
One of the best ways to do that is to
provide jobs and opportunity. And one
way is for the government to create
jobs in public service and public works.
By putting America back to work, we
are beginning to crawl out of the hole
that we have been in for the last 10
years.

Afghanistan is a stark example of
flawed priorities. As we go forward
with the discussion of the debt ceiling,
with how to balance this budget and
how to articulate priorities that the
American people want, let us not for-
get that one of the priorities the Amer-
ican people have insisted on time and
time again is to end these two mis-
adventures in Iraq and Afghanistan,
bring those troops home, redirect those
resources to the needs that the Amer-
ican people face right now, and in this
way, begin not only to make our econ-
omy better, but return some moral im-
perative to this Nation.

——
O 1100
JOBS AND THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. QUAYLE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUAYLE. Madam Speaker, last
Friday’s jobs report was incredibly dis-
appointing. We only added 18,000 jobs
to the U.S. economy. Our unemploy-
ment rate went up to 9.2 percent. Not
to mention the fact that we had a
downgrade, a revision, of last month’s,
of May’s job report to only 25,000 jobs.
The deeper you go into that jobs re-
port, the worse it gets, because for
those who are underemployed, that’s
about 16 percent to 17 percent of the
United States population, and that is
not even including the 250,000 people
who went off the rolls of the unem-
ployed because they just stopped look-
ing for work.

We’ve been talking about jobs for a
long time. You hear it all the time in
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